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Abstract 
Fe3O4 nanoparticles were covalently functionalized by N-(quinoline-8-yl)-2-(3-triethoxysilyl-propylamino)-
acetamide (QTPA), and finally utilized to be magnetic chemosensor for sensitive and efficient Cu2+ removal in 
aqueous solution. Fourier FT-IR, TEM, XRD and XPS results showed that QTPA was bonded to the surface of Fe3O4 
nanoparticles. At room temperature, the magnetic chemosensor exhibited high removal efficiency towards Cu2+. 
 
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and/or peer-review under responsibility of [name organizer] 
 
Keywords: Fe3O4 nanoparticles, functionalization, chemosensor, Cu2+ removal  
1. Introduction 
Copper is one of the biochemicallly essential metals that are required to maintain the normal structure, 
function and proliferation of cells. It is essential for life but also plays an important role in the 
maintenance of homeostasis in living organisms. The excessive of copper in the body can lead to many 
serious human afflictions, including neurodegenerative diseases, such as Menkes and Wilson diseases [1], 
Alzheimer’s disease [2], prion diseases [3] and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis [4]. In recent years, copper 
has been suspected to causing liver damage in children [5]. The measurement of copper in environmental 
and biological samples has become increasing important. The functional molecules have to be assembled 
on carriers of sufficiently small dimensions. And now an active area of research covered the use of related 
nanomaterials for the fabrication of chemosensors through anchoring or grafting of organic groups to the 
nanomaterials. The organic/inorganic hybrid materials also have attracted greater interests. Some sensors 
for Cu2+ have been developed [6-9]. Our group also reported a method for the detection of Cu2+ ions by 
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azide and terminal alkyne-functionalized gold nanoparticles in aqueous solutions using click chemistry 
[10]. Recently, Lee [11] and coworkers designed and synthesized a new fluorescence ligand N-(quinoline-
8-yl)-2-(3-triethoxysilyl-propylamino)-acetamide, which was sensitive and selective for Cu2+ detection. In 
terms of fluorescent Cu2+ chemosensors, a quenching of fluorescence intensity was typically observed 
accompanied with Cu2+ binding.  
Although the detection of Cu2+ has attracted more attention and developed quickly, the Cu2+ removal 
from the existed environment is still serious issue. Several literatures reported the use of chelating ligands 
functionalized onto silica for Cu2+ extraction and removal. For example, 5-formyl-3-(1’-
carboxyphenylazo) salicylic acid was used for Cu2+ extraction from natural water [12]. 4-amino-3,5,6-
trichloropicolinic acid has been used for divalent cations (Cu2+) adsorption from aqueous solutions [13]. 
Quinolinol was immobilized on silica surface for enrichment of trace metal ions like Cu2+, Ni2+, Co2+, Cr3+, 
Pb2+ and Hg2+ [14]. Hydroxyquinoline functionalized silica was reported for preconcentration of Cu2+, 
Zn2+, Pb2+, Mn2+, Ni2+ and Cd2+ from seawater samples [15]. 
Herein, we report a highly sensitive and efficient method of functionalized magnetic chemosensor for 
Cu2+ removal from aqueous solutions. 8-chloroacetylaminoquinoline was synthesized and grafted onto the 
surface of Fe3O4 nanoparticles, which could be used as Cu2+ chmosensor to bind Cu2+ ions. 
2. Experimental section 
Materials
 8-aminoquinoline, chloroacetyl chloride, triethylamide were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich chemical 
Co. 3-aminopropyltriethoxysilane (APTES) were endowed by Dowcorning. Copper sulfate, potassium 
carbonate, ferric chloride hexahydrate (FeCl36H2O, >98 %), ferrous chloride tetrahydrate 
(FeCl24H2O, >99 %), dichloromethane (DCM), ammonium hydroxide, ethanol, toluene, acetonitrile were 
obtained from Sinopharm Chemical Reagent Tianjing Co. Ltd. 
Characterization 
 High-resolution transmission electron microscopy (HRTEM) images were obtained by means of a 
Tecnai 20 (FEI-Philips) instrument with a field emission gun operating at 200 kV. X-ray diffraction (XRD) 
measurements were carried out with a RIGAKU D/MAX-2400 with Cu KĮ (40 kV) radiation. Fourier 
transform infrared (FT-IR) spectra were obtained using Spectrum One FT-IR spectrometer (Perkin Elmer) 
with a resolution of 4 cm-1. Proton nuclear magnetic resonance (1H-NMR) spectra were recorded using a 
Bruker AV 400 spectrometer with TMS as the internal standard. X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy was 
performed on an ESCALab220i-XL electron spectrometer from VG Scientific using 300W Al KD 
radiation. In curve fitting, the line width for the Gaussian peaks was maintained constant for all 
components in a particular spectrum. 
Surface modification of Fe3O4 nanoparticles 
8-chloroacetylaminoquinoline (CAAQ) was synthesized based on Lee’s method. 0.95 g of 8-
aminoquinoline and 1 ml of triethylamide in 50 ml of DCM were mixed in a round flask for 30 min at 0 
0C. Then 0.6 ml of chloroacetyl chloride was added in dropwise. The mixture was magnetic stirred in 
darkness for 48 h at room temperature. The solvent was evaporated and the product was obtained. Then 
the crude product was further purified by column chromatography (silica gel, petroleum ether / 
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ethylacetate at 3:1 ). 1HNMR: (CDCl3, 400 MHz): 7.7 (m, 1H), 10.7 (s, 1H, (CO)NH-quinoline), 8.4 (m, 
1H), 8.6 (m, 1H), 8.9 (m, 1H), 4.5 (s, 2H, (CO)CH2Cl).  
APTES functionalized Fe3O4 nanoparticles were synthesized according to our previous report [16]. 
APTES surface modified Fe3O4 nanoparticles (2 g), K2CO3 (3 g), CAAQ (0.5 g) were added into 50 ml of 
CH3CN. The mixture was refluxed for 12 h under nitrogen atmosphere with vigorous mechanical stirring. 
After reaction, the mixture was cool down to room temperature and magnetic separated. The N-
(quinoline-8-yl)-2-(3-triethoxysilyl-propylamino)-acetamide (QTPA) functionalized Fe3O4 nanoparticles 
(Fe3O4-QTPA) were washed with ethanol (2 × 50 ml) and distilled water (2 × 50 ml). 
3. Results and discussion 
The TEM image of QTPA functionalized Fe3O4 nanoparticles was showed in Fig. 1A. The particle size 
distribution was estimated from the measurement of the diameter of the shown particles. The average 
diameter of QTPA functionalized Fe3O4 nanoparticles was 38 ± 2 nm. The shapes of Fe3O4 NPs are 
spherical. Fig. 1B showed the XRD pattern of Fe3O4 nanoparticles. The diffraction peaks at 2ș = 18.8°, 
30.2°, 35.2°, 43.1°, 53.6°, 57.5°, 62.4° and 74.2° can be assigned to the (111), (220), (311), (400), (422), 
(511), (440) and (533) planes of Fe3O4, respectively. 
FT-IR spectra of Fe3O4-APTES and Fe3O4-QTPA nanoparticles were presented in Fig. 2. The peak at 
579 cm-1 corresponded to the Fe-O vibration of the magnetite phase. In Fig. 2A, the peak at 1002, 1630, 
2926, 3446 cm-1 should be ascribed to Si-O stretching vibration, C-N inflective vibration, C-H 
asymmetric stretching and N-H stretching vibration, respectively. From Fig. 2B, we can see that the new 
peaks appear at, 1540, 1679, 1485, 1272, 827, 1679, 1594 and 1540 cm-1 compared to the Fe3O4-APTES 
nanoparticles. These peaks may be attributed to N-H inflective, N-C=O vibration, C-H stretching, benzene 
ring vibration and NH-CH2 vibration. It implied that the QTPA was successfully chemical covalent 
bonded on the surface of Fe3O4 nanoparticles through chloroacetyl chloride linker. 
 
  
Fig. 1. TEM image of Fe3O4-QTPA nanoparticles (A) and XRD pattern of Fe3O4 nanoparticles 
 
Fig. 2. FT-IR spectra of Fe3O4-APTES nanoparticles (A) and Fe3O4-QTPA nanoparticles (B) 
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Fig. 3 showed XPS spectra of QTPA functionalized Fe3O4nanoparticles. As illustrated in Fig. 3A, the 
O 1s core-level spectrum of Fe3O4-QTPA can be curve-fitted into three peak components with binding 
energies at about 532.3, 531.5 and 529.4 eV, attributed to the Si-O, C=O and Fe-O species, respectively. 
N 1s core-level spectrum (Fig. 3B) presented three peak components having binding energies at about 401, 
399.5 and 398.1 eV, assigned to the N-C=O, N-H and N-C species, respectively. The results confirmed 
the formation of quinoline derivates on the surface of Fe3O4. 
 
 
Fig. 3. O 1s core-level (A) and N 1s core-level (B) spectra of Fe3O4-QTPA nanoparticles 
 
Fig. 4. Cu2+ removal efficiency histograms of Fe3O4-QTPA in 2 mL of Cu2+ solution. Conditions: Fe3O4-QTPA = 2 g, initial 
concentration of Cu2+ = 1 mmol/L (1) and 0.1 mmol/L (2), pH = 7.4, time = 6 h, temperature = 25 0C 
The efficiency of Fe3O4-QTPA nanosensor for Cu2+ removal was demonstrated in Fig. 4. In this case, 
accurate removal responses were observed from 63.5 ppm to as low as 27 ppm and 6.35 ppm to 0.53 ppm 
for the initial concentration of Cu2+ 1 mmol/L and 0.1 mmol/L, respectively. It implied that the amount of 
the functionalized Fe3O4 as chemosensor would play an important role in the efficiency of Cu2+ removal 
at room temperature. The coming investigation will be carried out to further examine the sensitivity and 
selective removal of Cu2+ in the presence of the other interfering cations. 
4. Conclusions 
In conclusion, the chemosensor synthesized and functionalized onto the surface of magnetic 
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nanoparticles exhibited significant binding ability to Cu2+. After magnetic separation, the maximal 
removal efficiency of magnetic nanosensor was 91.7 % when the initial concentration of Cu2+ was 0.1 
mmol/L. The sensor design and results presented here would offer a new approach to construct high 
sensitive and selective chemo-/biosensors. It may also be utilized to fabricate a nanosensor to directly 
sense or remove specific targets in intracellular environment.  
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